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Joetsu Shinkansen

Oito Line

TOHOKU EXPWY

Iida Line

MainChuo
Line

HOKURIKU EXPWY

676m

Private
vehicles
2km

Ropeway

June

July

Aug.

Sep.

Oct.

Nov.

Dec.

Snowfall
season

Approx. 4 hrs.
From
Nagoya from
Nagoya Station

Shinjuku Chuo
Change at Iida
Station Main Line Okaya Station Line
Nagoya Chuo
Change at Iida
Station Main Line Okaya Station Line

Local Bus
Suganodai
Bus Center

Feast your eyes on the magnificent mountain scenery and breathe in the
delicious and pure mountain air, which signals your brain to release just the right
hormones to invigorate and refresh your weary body.

Approx. 4 hrs.
Tokyo from
Shinjuku Station
From

Ropeway Senjojiki Station

Autumn leaf
viewing

By Train

Ropeway Shirabidaira Station

Mountain plant
viewing

Osaka

Mid-April to
early November
December to early April

Photo by YUJI TSUNO

Summer schedule

Hankyu
Umeda Station

Meishin Expressway/
Chuo Expressway

From

Local Bus

Early Nov. to
end of Nov.

Approx. 4 hrs. 30 min. by Meishin Expressway/
Chuo Expressway from
Hankyu Umeda Station to Komagane

Nagoya

Parking fee
¥500

Closed to private vehicles

The Central Alps Komagatake Ropeway, which opened in 1967 as Japan’ s first mountain ropeway
line, runs up to the Senjojiki Cirque directly below Mt. Hokendake. Chuo Alps Kanko celebrated its
50th anniversary in 2013. In commemoration of this event, the gondolas are being refurbished
and will resume service from midday on June 28, 2014. From the top of Mt. Komagatake
(elevation: 2956 m, 9698 ft.), the main peak of the Central Alps, you have access to exquisite
views of not only Mt. Fuji but also of the Southern Alps, Mt. Ontake, Mt. Norikura, and the
Northern Alps. The area is also famous for being home to a treasure trove of different rare alpine
flowers and other alpine plants. Take a ride on the Central Alps Komagatake Ropeway and
enjoy experiencing one of the greatest expanses of natural scenery in Japan!
• Total horizontal length: 2127.5 m (6980 ft.) • Length of incline: 2333.5 m (7656 ft.)
• Diﬀerence in elevation: 950.0 m (3117 ft.), greatest vertical diﬀerence in Japan • Operating speed: 7 m/s (23 ft./s)
• Time to ﬁnal stop: 7 min. 30 s • No. of cars and passengers: 2 cars, up to 61 passengers/car
• Elevation: *Starting point: Shirabidaira Station, 1661.5 m (5451.1 ft.),
*Terminal: Senjojiki Station, 2611.5 m (8567.9 ft.), station at highest elevation in Japan

C E NT RA

Sail through the sky beyond a sea of clouds.

CENTRAL ALPS

KOMAGATAKE
ROPEWAY

••••

year-round

s
ndola
ed go service
h
s
i
b
r
Refu resume 014
2
o
due t n June 28,
o
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Commemorative stamp

3 min.

Segment

Shirabidaira Station to Senjojiki Station

Ticket type

Adult

Round-trip

¥ 2,060 ¥ 1,040
¥ 1,640 ¥ 820

Round-trip
Round-trip
One-way

Child

¥ 2,260 ¥ 1,130
¥ 1,210 ¥ 610

*Adult fares apply to persons age 12 and older (junior high school students and older).
Child fares apply to persons under the age of 12 (elementary school students and younger).
*Group discounts of 10% off posted fares apply to groups of 15 people or more.

Winter schedule

Chuo
Expressway

Senjojiki
Station

Meitetsu
Bus Center

Komagatake
Ropeway

Approx. 2 hrs. 30 min. by
Chuo Expressway from
Meitetsu Bus Center to Komagane

Shirabidaira
Station

From

Suganodai Bus
Center Parking Lot

Chuo
Expressway

Ropeway Senjojiki Station

Approx. 3 hrs. 30 min. by
Shinjuku Highway
Chuo Expressway from Shinjuku
Bus Terminal
Highway Bus Terminal to Komagane

Round-trip ¥2,260
One-way ¥1,210

■ Fare schedules

Ropeway Shirabidaira Station

From

2,612m

7.5 min.
1,662m

850m

By Highway Bus

Tokyo

Komagane
Kogen

Ropeway Senjojiki Station

30
min.

Ropeway Shirabidaira Station

Suita Meishin Komaki Chuo
IC Expressway JCT Expressway

3

min.

Suganodai
Bus Center

May
Senjojiki Skiing
Ground : Open

Approx. 4 hours by Meishin Expressway/
Chuo Expressway from
Suita IC to Komagane IC

Chuo
Expressway

Komagane Station

Mountain plant viewing:
From late June through late August

Apr.

From

Osaka

Komaki
JCT

Local Bus

*Closed to
private vehicles

Mar.

Komaki JCT to Komagane IC

Suganodai Bus Center

Feb.

Snowfall season

Approx. 2 hours by

Komagane IC / Komagane Bus Terminal

Jan.

From

Nagoya Chuo Expressway from

30 min.

One-way
¥820

Komagane Station to Shirabidaira Station
Route bus
Suganodai Bus Center to Shirabidaira Station

Approx. 3 hours by
Hachioji Chuo Okaya Chuo
Tokyo Chuo Expressway from
IC Expressway JCT Expressway
Hachioji IC to Komagane IC

Overview of the Komagatake Ropeway

E

Komagane IC

By Car

From

Winter in the Central Alps is a brutally cold
time of year with chill winds. However, the
high number of days of sunlight and crisp
mountain air provide the per fec t
conditions for creating amazing views of
the Southern Alps all decked out with
snow. The creaking and clicking sounds
made by shoes walking on top of the snow
are rare, heard only here and in limited
areas in Hokkaido. These sounds are
considered to be some of the best snow
crunch sounds and a true work of nature.
Winter marks the only season during
which you can view beautiful rippling
patterns in the snow created by the strong
winds that sweep across the drifting snow,
soft rime formations, diamond dust, and
such other natural works of art.

5 min.

770m

■ Fare Table

Prefectural road

While short, summers up in the Central Alps leave a vivid impression with visitors to the area. Visitors
can spend summer at an elevation of 2,600 m (around 8,500 ft.), enveloped in a pleasantly cool pocket
of air during the morning and evening hours and blasted by the blistering sun during the hot daylight
hours. They will be greeted by the gentle and bright welcome of the colorful mountain flowers in
bloom. Exquisite flowers that survive the harsh mountain conditions, such as the Black lily (Kuro-yuri),
White hellebore (Kobaikeiso), Koiwa-kagami and Phyllodoce found from the Senjojiki Cirque across to
Mt. Komagatake, draw in and capture the hearts of any and all who view them.

Winter

7 min.

Chuo Expressway

Chubu Centrair
International Airport
To Kansai
International Airport

Komagane IC

Summer

In autumn, the leaves begin to change, creating a cascade of colors that descends from the top of the
mountains down to the foothills. The surface of the mountains becomes awash in crimson and gold,
creating a bright and vivid image in sharp contrast to the ivory rocks and green Siberian dwarf pine
trees, all of which can be seen from inside a Ropeway car. While the chill winds serve as a crisp
reminder that winter is near, this season is a popular time of year for hikers to visit and enjoy the
luxurious, colorful scenery as they make their way to Senjojiki.

Mt. Fuji
Shizuoka Airport

Hamamatsu

Nyotai
-iriguchi

Toyota JCT

Autumn
Senjojiki Skiing Ground : Open from late April
through late May

Maihara JCT

Komagane
-ekimae

Autumn leaf viewing: From late
September through late October

JR Iida Line

Fukui

(Adult fare)

Round-trip ¥4,320
Round-trip ¥3,900

Chuo Expressway
Komagane IC-mae

■

Spring

Nagano
Koshoku JCT
Nagano
NAGANO
Shinkansen
EXPWY
Takasaki JCT
Ueda
Saku
Fujioka JCT
Matsu
Komoro JCT
Matsumoto
Kuki Shiraoka
moto
JOSHIN-ETSU
Airport
JCT
EXPWY
Suwa
Hida-Kiyomi
Tsurugashima JCT
Okaya JCT
To Narita
International
Airport
Ueno
CHUO E Y Hachioji
XPW
Komagane
Shinjuku
JCT
Tokyo
Chuo
Mino-Seki JCT
Main Line
Ichinomiya
Haneda
Ebina JCT n Airport
JCT
Y
se
Y
Komaki Toki JCT EXPW
kan
PW
O
JCT
Shin
I EX
CHU
E
ido
M
a
O
k
T
Nagoya (Komaki)
To
Nagoya
Airport
Oyabe
Tonami JCT

TOKAI-HOKUEIKU EXPWY

■

Hokuriku Main Line
Toyama
Kanazawa
Komatsu
Airport

Senjojiki
Skiing Ground

L
Itoigawa Joetsu JCT

Sail through the sky above a sea of clouds on the Chuo Alps Komagatake Ropeway.
Enjoy panoramic views of the natural beauty of the Chuo Alps from the Ropeway car.

In early spring, when the cherry blossom
trees at the foothills are first starting to
bloom, the mountains are still capped with
glistening snow. The air around the ski slopes
at Senjojiki becomes energized with the
excited calls of skiers and snowboarders
descending on the area from all over Japan.
During this time, people can also enjoy the
last bits of snow on the ground as they climb.
Rushing waterfalls that were covered by snow
begin to break through, carr ying the
snowmelt down to the foothills. The Rosebud
Cherr y blossoms (Kohigan-sakura) at
Takatoo-joshi, Weeping Cherry blossoms
(Shidare-sakura) at Kozenji Temple, and other
blossoms begin to bloom in the foothills of
the mountains. May through June is also the
time of year when the mountain cherry
blossoms and other high-altitude plants
begin to bloom in Komagatake.

■ Fares to Senjojiki Cirque

Nagaoka JCT

Open

67

■

Komagatake, awash in the natural colors of each of the four seasons.
Enjoy the profound beauty of the turning of the seasons.

CENTRAL ALPS KOMAGATAKE ROPEWAY

S • S I NC

19

■

Access Map

ALP

To
From

Current as of 1 April 2014

Route bus

Ropeway

Buses run every 30 min.

Every 30 min.

Komagane Station
First bus: 7:00, last: 16:00
Suganodai Bus Center First bus: 7:15, last: 16:15
Shirabidaira Station First bus: 8:20, last: 17:20
Buses run every 30 min.

To
From

Komagane Station
First bus: 8:00, last: 15:00
Suganodai Bus Center First bus: 8:15, last: 15:15
Shirabidaira Station First bus: 9:20, last: 16:20
Buses run every hour

To
From

Komagane Station
First bus: 8:00, last: 15:00
Suganodai Bus Center First bus: 8:15, last: 15:15
Shirabidaira Station

Shirabidaira
to
Senjojiki
8:00 ---17:00
Every 30 min.

Shirabidaira
to
Senjojiki
9:00 ---16:00
Every hour

Shirabidaira
to
Senjojiki
Up 9:05 ---16:05
First bus: 9:12, last: 16:12
Down 8:55 ---15:55

*During the summer schedule period, both the route bus line and the Ropeway start earlier in
the day and run on special schedules.
*Use the QR code at right to access a more detailed fare schedule.

memorandum

Chuo Alps Kanko Co., Ltd.

Current as of 1 April 2014

Head Oﬃce : 759-489 Akaho, Komagane City, Nagano 399-4117 Japan

TEL : 0265-83-3107 (Main number)
http://www.chuo-alps.com
Tokyo Oﬃce :
TEL: 03-3661-2622

Nagoya Oﬃce :
TEL: 052-583-9223

FAX : 0265-83-4537
Email : info@chuo-alps.com
Osaka Oﬃce :
TEL: 06-6541-5774

Get an unforgettable impression of a lifetime.

4 hrs. roundtrip from Hotel Senjojiki to Komagatake

Let's visit ! Let's go hiking !

Spectacular views from
the mountaintop!!

Mt. Ontake

The opening of the Komagatake Ropeway has made the Central Alps more accessible and open not only to seasoned mountain
climbers but also to people with no experience climbing whatsoever. Visitors can go all the way up to the Senjojiki Cirque, a
world of its own enclosed by rock at an altitude of around 3,000 m (around 9,800 ft.) by bus and ropeway in around an hour or so.
From Senjojiki Station to Komagatake, it takes about 4 hours roundtrip. The day mountain climbing trip up and down the
mountain has been popular with beginners. This mountain range is also viewed as a goal for advanced mountain climbers to
clear. In fact, the climbing trek over some of the 100 top mountains in Japan, from Mt. Utsugi and over Mt. Kumazawa, Mt.
Hinokio, Mt. Hoken, and Mt. Komagatake, is considered to be “a must-complete series of climbs that any true mountain climbing
aficionado must undertake.” However, anyone considering heading up to Komegatake should be aware that the weather up in
the mountains can change at any time, sometimes in drastic ways and average temperatures even in midsummer fall around
12°C (53.6°F). It can be particularly cold in the shade, so anyone venturing up into the higher elevations needs to remember to
dress warmly, making sure to wear or take along appropriate shoes for climbing, thick gloves, a warm cap, and raingear. Climbers
must be particularly vigilant and careful during the winter months and time of the year when there is still snow on the ground.
The texture of the snow changes quite periodically being affected by the weather. Climbers attempting the trek should
remember that there are hazards and risks all around them and proceed in a fashion that suits their stamina and skills.
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50min.→
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←30
←30min.
分
50 min.→

Hotel
Senjojik
ホテル千畳敷
Hotel Senjojik

←30 min.

Mt. Utsugi
(Utsugi-dake)
2,864 m (9,396 ft.)

Mt. Kisokoma
Mountaintop Hut

To Nogaike Pond
VIEW SPOT

Mountaintop
Lodge
Mt. Naka(Naka-dake)
2,925 m (9,596 ft.)

Temperatures in the Senjojiki Cirque remain low even in midsummer, during which
highs reach only up to around 20°C (68°F). During the bitterly cold month of February,
they can drop to -20°C (-4°F). Make sure to dress appropriately for the climate not
only in winter but in summer as well to avoid any difficulties due to exposure.
Keep in mind that temperatures up in the mountains can drop. Make sure to dress
appropriately in warmer clothes than needed down below on regular ground. Bring
extra clothing that can be layered to protect against the elements.

Top of Mt. Kisokoma

VIEW SPOT

Pitch tents
here only

20
20min.→
分→
←15
←15min.
分
20 min.→

Nokkoshijodo
乗越浄土

Nokkoshijodo

4040min.→
分→
←35
←35min.
分
40 min.→

Naka-dake
中岳
Naka-dake

←15 min.

←35 min.

View of Mt. Hoken from
Nokkoshijodo

Tengu Lodge
To Komakainoike
Pond
Mt. Hoken
Mountain Lodge

Komagatake
駒ヶ岳
Komagatake

VIEW SPOT

Mt. Hoken (Hoken-dake)
2,931 m (9,616 ft.)

To Mt. Sannosawa
Monument to
lost travelers

To Mt. Utsugi
Gokurakudaira
VIEW SPOT

Ottosei-iwa

S enjojiki Cirque

Dark alpine lily
(Miyama Kuroyuri)
July through early August

Climbing trail to
Gokurakudaira

VIEW SPOT

About
12 min.

Senjojiki Station

Hotel Senjojiki looks like
an ark when
viewed back from here!

European goldenrod
(Miyama kinoki-rinso)
August through September

CAUTION!
Wear appropriate shoes
and bring along rain gear
and other necessities
when going past
this point

Hiking trail
Arctic gentian
(Toyaku Rindo)
Mid August through
mid September About

Meadow buttercup
(Miyama Kimpoge)
July through mid August

7 min.

Veratrum stamineum
(Kobaikeso)
*Only blooms once every few years
Mid July through mid August
Lilium medeoloides
Schizocodon soldanelloides f. alpinus
(Kuruma-yuri (“wheel lily”))
(Koiwa-kagami)
Late July through late August
Late June through early August

Japanese mountain ash
(Urajiro-nanakamado)

Field of
flowers

Aleutian avens
(Chinguruma) (Wooly)
September through October

Aleutian avens
(Chinguruma)
July through mid August

DANGER!
Risk of accident
due to tripping
and/or falling!

Haccho-zaka
Road Fork

About
7 min.

Hotel Senjojiki

Kengaike
Pond
Wild cherry blossoms
(Takane-zakura)
Late June through mid July

Aconitum sachalinense
(Sakurai-uzu, a type
of aconite or wolfsbane)
August through September

Trollius japonicus
(Shinanokinbai)
July through mid August

Gokurakudaira in autumn

Spectacular views of
the Southern Alps!

DANGER!
Watch out for
falling rocks on
this side!

VIEW SPOT

2,612 m (8570 ft.)

About
12 min.

To Mt. Inamae
(2,883 m or 9,459 ft.)

VIEW SPOT

VIEW SPOT

Komagatake Shrine

CAUTION!
Wear appropriate shoes and
bring along rain gear and other
necessities when going past
this point

Steep slope
watch out when
going down
on this side!

Haccho-zaka

A small cirque area with
particularly bright colored
leaves in autumn

DO NOT
LEAVE THE PATH!
Assist with efforts to
protect the
natural vegetation

Haccho-zaka

Nokkoshijodo

VIEW SPOT

View of Tengu-iwa from
Nokkoshijodo

Mt. Sannosawa
(Sannosawa-dake)
2,847 m (9,337 ft.)

Strong winds on
top of the rock

Mt. Kisokoma Shrine
(Kisokoma-ga-take)
2,956 m (9,698 ft.)

Monthly variation of temperature and
suitable clothes in Senjojiki

−Low
temp. −High
temp.
−最低気温
−最高気温
−Low temp.

Komagatake

Mt. Norikura
(Norikura-dake)

Mountain climbing

（℃）
30

Mt. Kisokoma Climbing Route Map

Northern Alps mountain range

About
7 min.
VIEW SPOT

Heloniopsis orientalis
(Shojobakama)
Late June through mid July

Open
Square

Southern Alps
mountain range

• SENJOJIKI CIRQUE HIKING MAP •

7.5 min.

Senjojiki Cirque: Takes about 45 min. to go around

CENTRAL ALPS

KOMAGATAKE ROPEWAY

Conservation of nature
From around the time when the snow first starts to melt through
to autumn, the Central Alps are ablaze in the rich colors of a wide
range of different flowers blooming in different periods. These
flowers have survived from the days of the glacier ice age under
some of the harshest environmental conditions on earth up in the
high elevations. However, if any damage should befall any of
these flowers causing their stems to break, it will cause a
ruination of the natural environment overall, to the extent that it
could take years and years for the area to recover and return to its
former glory. For this reason, attempting to pick, move, or
remove any of the natural vegetation or wildlife in the Central
Alps is strictly prohibited under any and all circumstances. This
includes even insects, dead or dying trees, fallen branches, and
fallen leaves, which are not to be handled without special express
permission. While there are ropes put up to block off and protect
mountain plants, these restrictions also apply to all other areas,
where there are no ropes or other barricades. Visitors to the area
are asked to observe these rules and cooperate with conservation
efforts to protect and preserve the natural environment to the
extent possible. It is requested that anyone entering the area
conduct themselves in an appropriate manner and assist with
these goals In order to help conserve the natural vegetation
which includes theethereal and exquisite flowers blooming up
in the mountains for future generations to enjoy.

The ropeway car passes between mountains
bathed in brilliant autumn colors

Please observe the rules below to support efforts
to preserve the natural environment.
● Do not attempt to enter areas marked off as “Do not enter” under any circumstances.
● Do not attempt to remove plants, trample the native vegetation, or engage in
other activities that would ruin or damage the natural plant life in the area.

Higurashi Falls

● Make sure to take all garbage, recyclables, and other items back with you when
you leave the area.

Notice on the prohibition ● of pets and other animals
Please be aware that as part of efforts to preserve the natural environment and eco
system in the area, pets and other animals are not allowed on the Komagatake
Ropeway or buses running to and from Ropeway stations. Note that this does not
apply to assistance dogs such as guide dogs for the visually impaired and signal
dogs for the hard of hearing, which are welcome.

Higurashi
Falls

15 min. walk from
Shirabidaira Station

Shirabidaira Hiking Trail

ho River
gos
a
k
Na

Open space

■

Structure: Reinforced concrete, 2 stories above ground, 1 below ground
Connection to ropeway summit station
[ Check-in ] 2:00PM [ Check-out ] 9:00AM

Shirabidaira Station
Shirabidaira stands in a clearing in
the old-growth forest of shirabiso
trees which resemble fir trees with
white-tipped leaves and from which
it takes its name. Located at an
altitude of 1,662m, Shirabidaira is
the base station of the Central Alps
Komatadake Ropeway, and the 950m
difference in elevation with the
summit station at Senjojiki (2,612m)
is the largest in Japan.

TEL: 0265-83-4000

5-879 Akaho, Komagane City, Nagano 399-4117 Japan
Offering convenient access with no risk
of traffic congestion. Full night-time
skiing courses available. All slopes open
to snowboarding and skiing both.

Erosion
Control Dam

With a little luck, you’ll be
able to see serows (goat
antelopes), the official animal
of Nagano Prefecture.

TEL : 0265-83-3844

• Guest rooms : 16 rooms (All Japanese-style)
*Two of these rooms are special rooms (With private bath/toilet)
• Guest capacity : 72 persons
• Dining hal : 112 seats
• Baths : Men: 20 persons, Women: 20 persons
• Coffee room : 25 seats
• Kiosk, Snack Corner

Komagane-kogen Skiing Ground

Forest
Maintenance

Erosion
Control Dam

Shirabidaira
Station

Hotel Senjojiki

Open: Mid December through mid March.

1,662 m (5,453 ft.)

3 min. from the Komagane IC Komagane-kogen Family Vacation Village
TEL: 0265-83-7227
Arupusu-no-oka
23-170 Akaho, Komagane City, Nagano 399-4117 Japan
A large-scale resort leisure area with ample parking lot that offers a
variety of facilities, including an auto-camping site, cabin rentals,
tennis courts, a putter golf course, a go-kart track, a bicycle riding
track, a woodworking facility with hands-on crafts making courses,
and more. You can even enjoy having an outdoor barbeque with
everything provided. Open: April through November.

Enjoy amazing views of the
mountain ridge, Mt. Hokendake,
and the iron support tower for
the Ropeway.
Make sure to check out the lines of
exquisite colored leaves covering the
mountains in autumn.

Mountain road

Komagane-kogen
Skiing Ground

Otagiri River

Jizodaira

Kobushi-no-yu

Chuo Expressway

Suganodai
Bus Center

850m (2,789 ft.)

Days closed: 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
every month *Subject to change if the
day falls on a national holiday. (Open all
month long during summer.)
Opening hours: 10:00 to 21:00
(Last admission: 20:00)

Komagaike
Pond
Scenic spot:
Kozenji Temple

Komagatake SA Komagane IC
Nyotai-iriguchi

To Iida City

Suganodai
Bus Center

Showa-Inan General Hospital
Suzuran-dori

(In front of the Komagane Bus Terminal)

Komagane-ekimae

Komagane
Station

Cabin rentals

Kobushi-no-yu

23-170 Akaho, Komagane City, Nagano 399-4117 Japan
Enjoy a lavish soak in the soothing hot spring water in a rock bath, a
Japanese cypress wood bath, or other unique tub as you gaze out on
the gorgeous Southern Alps.Also
popular for day-trippers.

(In front of the Komagane IC)

R153

Including an auto-camping site

Hayataro Hot Springs Open-air Hot Spring
TEL: 0265-83-7228

Closed to
private vehicles

Arupus-no-oka

Komagane-kogen
Family Vacation Village
Hayataro Hot Springs
Open-air Hot Spring

Clear, pristine snowmelt
water flows down from
Hinokio Bridge.

To Ina City

Approx. 2km from Komagane IC,
parking fee \500

*Space for 350 vehicles on flat ground with no
roof, open 24 hours, mechanically operated

Open-air hot spring baths

